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The Riddle of Three Jealous Couples
[bookmark: _GoBack]The riddle of the three jealous couples can be solved using recreational mathematic bearing in mind that the boat can only accommodate two individuals. Since the three men are jealous every crossing round must either accommodate two ladies, two men or one couple. Let’s represent the three jealous men by A, B, and with their respective ladies a, b, c. 
	Number of Crossings 
	Movement
	Result
	Result

	
	
	Left Shore
	Right Shore

	
	
	ABCabc ( All the couples are together)
	

	              1.
	ab  
	ABCc (Both lady ab crosses to the right shore)
	ab ( lady a, and  b are present in the right shore)

	              2.
	b
	ABCbc ( couple Bb, and Cc are together but A is alone)
	a ( lady b returned to the left shore leaving lady a alone)

	             3.
	bc  
	ABC ( lady b, and c crosses to the right shore leaving all the three men together)
	abc (All the three ladies are together in the right shore)

	             4.
	b   
	ABCb ( couple Bb are together but men AC are alone)
	ac ( Lady b returned to the left shore leaving ladies ac together)

	             5.
	AC  
	Bb ( Both AC moved to the right shore leaving couple Bb together)
	ACac ( Both couple Aa and Cc are together)

	             6.
	Aa
	ABab ( Couple Aa and Bb are together)
	Cc ( Couple Aa returned to the left shore leaving Cc together)

	             7.
	AB  
	ab ( Both men AB moved to the right shore leaving their ladies behind)
	ABCc ( couple Cc, and men AB are together in the right shore)

	             8.
	c  
	abc( the three ladies are together in the left shore)
	ABC (Lady c returned back to the left shore leaving all men in the right shore)

	             9.
	ab 
	c ( both lady ab moved to the right shore leaving lady c alone)
	ABCab ( Couple Aa, Bb are together but man C is alone)

	            10.
	b 
	bc (ladies bc are together in the left shore)
	ABCa ( lady b returned back to the left shore leaving ABCa behind )

	            11.
	bc	
	
	ABCabc (All couples are together on Right shore.



The riddle has been solved by eleven crossings that has taken care of incident of any man leaving her wife with other men. 










